A modification of the Harper-McGinty microdrive for use in chronically prepared rabbits.
We describe a modification of the Harper-McGinty microdrive for use with extracellular, microwire recording in conscious, chronically prepared rabbits. Improvements over existing designs are in ease of assembly and mechanical stability. The microdrive is easily fabricated with hand tools and readily available parts. In addition, assembly of the microdrive utilizes epoxy, avoiding the difficult task of soldering stainless steel parts. Finally, the microdrive is mounted directly to the skull enhancing mechanical stability and eliminating the need to allow space for screw travel. Importantly, this microdrive has proven to be durable as well as functional in our preparation.